Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Farningham held virtually on the ‘Zoom’
platform on Wednesday 4" November 2020 at 7.00pm

Present: Clir. L. Bourne (Chair)
Cllr. D. Burns
Clir. P. McGarvey (District Councillor)
ClIr. L. Oztosun
ClIr. C. Salmon
ClIr. K. Shanmuganathan Mrs. J. Gray (Clerk)

93. Chairman’s Welcome, Apologies for absence:

The Chair welcomed five Parish Councillors which included the District Councillor P. McGarvey,
the County Councillor R. Gough, Ms V Parker, Chair of the Village Hall Management Committee
and three members of the public who were interested in the Casual Vacancy. The Chair asked
Councillors to introduce themselves and inform visitors of their interest and responsibilities.

94. Declaration of Interests:

The declarations of interest are recorded in the first meeting of the Council each year, i.e. each
May, (in 2020 deferred until June) but not repeated every month unless new or change to the
declarations of interest become apparent. There were no new declarations.

95. County Councillor:

The County Councillor, R. Gough reported:

1. The works to remedy the problem of flooding in Eynsford Road would continue the following
week with further works to the soakaways and installation of new kerbing. Though the problem
was much reduced, Kent Highways want to finish the job properly and satisfactorily for the
residents.

2. A 90 day completion job has been raised to cleanse the gullies on the A20 from Auntie Carole’s
Kennels to beyond Button Street.

3. He agreed to review By-Way 192 in conjunction with the Community Safety Unit and wardens.
4. Kent Highways were going to undertake traffic counts again in the High Street with a view to
introducing a 20mph speed limit. Cllr. Shanmuganathan agreed to draft plans for the next
meeting.

96. Public Participation:

1. ClIr Burns reported she had been successful in the bid for grant funding in Kent County
Council’s project to increase the number of publicly accessible Electric Vehicle (EV) charging
points. Parishioners had been surveyed via Mailchimp and Facebook and the proposal was well
supported. She had discussed with Village Hall representatives the possibility of one (or more)
bays being installed in the Village Hall car park (which, unlike the Village Hall is owned by
Farningham Parish Council) Ms V. Parker, Chair of the Village Hall Committee reported the
matter needed to be discussed with the Village Hall Committee at their next meeting in
November. ClIrs Burns and Shanmuganathan agreed to prepare a paper in advance of the
meeting setting out the proposal.

2. ClIr Shanmuganathan had suggested moving the wooden fence 4m into Market Meadow to
extend the car park. Mrs Parker confirmed she did not support the proposed extension of the



Village Hall car park, but agreed to discuss with the Committee. Cllr Shanmuganathan reported
he felt it was worthy of consideration for the benefit of the whole community.

97. Matters Arising/Action Points List/Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Meeting;

1.

2.
3. As the Clerk had received official notice from SDC they could co-opt a Parish Councillor,

It was agreed the Chair could sign the minutes of the meeting held on 7" October 2020, to
confirm they are a true record.
It was agreed ClIr. Salmon would write the monthly report for Trident.

it was agreed to discuss this later in the meeting.

The Clerk had prepared the forms to list The Lion Hotel and The Pied Bull as Assets of
Community Value and would send to Sevenoaks District Council. It was agreed the
establishments should be kept informed.

The Clerk had received two widely different quotations from contractors for the repair of
the flint wall in the High Street in front of the village hall and was awaiting a third. The Chair
and CllIr. Salmon had agreed to meet contractors on site to discuss the proposed works
and ClIr McGarvey volunteered to attend too, as he had been involved with the work to
repair/rebuild the similar wall between Irving’s Corner and the Cattle Screen.

The Clerk had pursued a Five Day Notice tree application in respect of the two trees on
Parish Council owned amenity land in front of Irving’s Corner. Approval had been granted
so Lothlorien had been instructed to carry out the work.

The Clerk had not received a response from Streetlights regarding the lighting of a
Christmas tree. Lothlorien Landscapes would be able to supply and erect a tree provided
it was ordered by 6" November. In view of the timings, and Health and Safety
considerations, it seemed likely it may not be possible to do this this year but it will be
reconsidered for December 2021.

Clr. Oztosun had attended the Environment Agency and Kent Resilience Forum's Flood
Warden training. There were now three trained flood wardens

98. Correspondence:

1.

Mark Gallant of the North West Kent Countryside Project had contacted the Chair and
Clerk regarding the cutting back of trees along the Darent Valley Path beyond the Lion
Hotel to relight the River Darent. The Chair is currently awaiting further details before
confirming FPC’s agreement to cutting back limbs but will check whether the funding had
been agreed for work allow work to go ahead.

Sevenoaks District Council had requested volunteers for Community Connectors. The
Clerk said she had registered as a Community Connector. On her retirement she will
either continue or pass the role on to the new clerk.

99. Planning;
1. It was agreed the following comments be sent to Sevenoaks District Council:

SE/20/02718/HOUSE 48 Oliver Crescent Part 1 storey / part 2 storey rear extension with
balcony, roof lights, Juliet balcony, new porch and alterations to fenestration
OBJECTION: FPC objects on the grounds of bulk

SE/20/02906/LDCPR Highwood, Old Dartford Road Erection of Outbuilding
No Comment

The Chair recused herself for the next item:

SE/20/03032/HOUSE and SE/20/03033/LBCALT Maplescombe Farm House, Maplescombe
Lane Single storey extension to the south side of Maplescombe Farmhouse, internal
alterations, roof lights and alterations to fenestration



No Comment

100. District Councillor:
The District Councillor reported:

1. He had circulated a letter from the Secretary of State on Reforms to the English system
of Local Government (tiers of local government) which could only happen if requested
locally, and thus reform would not be imposed unilaterally by Central Government.

2. SDC has submitted their response to the Government’s Planning White Paper

101. CCTV:

Clir Oztosun had prepared and circulated an information paper for discussion. The Chair
recapped that following one incident in the High Street about 12 months ago, it had been
agreed to investigate the installation of CCTV cameras to ensure that commercial businesses
and parishioners feel better protected. The Parish Council had agreed not be a data controller
and would potentially offer a financial contribution to business premises to host cameras. The
quality of the images would be vital, ie number plates needed to be identified and particularly at
night. None of the quotations obtained suggested that these requirements would be adequately
met but thorough site surveys were carried out by four potential contractors. It was resolved that
this would not be pursued further at this time but could be reconsidered in future.

102. Extension of Time:

As the meeting had been running for over two hours, an extension of time was granted by
Councillors

103. Budget:

Cllr. McGarvey had prepared a draft budget which after discussion was amended slightly. He
would reissue to Councillors the following day with a view to keeping the precept the same
figure as the previous two years, £46,754.00 meaning a zero increase. Given the current
economic climate, the Parish Council resolved to not increase FPC’s share of Council Tax to be
charged to parishioners, so we may fine-tune once new Tax Base figures are issued by SDC.
Given the economic uncertainty, the FPC determined not to increase the financial burden on
parishioners.

104. Friends of Farningham:
The last meet of 2020 had taken place on Wednesday 14" October with an industrious session
of clearing and tidying before winter. Clir Salmon was thanked for her lead on this.

105. Open Spaces:
It was agreed to tender for the grass cutting and maintenance of amenity land and Market
Meadow in January.

106. Councillor Vacancy:

The three visitors introduced themselves as to their interests and aspirations for the role and what
they hoped to offer the Council. Following their departure from the meeting it was agreed to offer
the casual vacancy to Mr Sam Pointer.



107. Update of Policies:
The Chair was thanked for preparing and circulating a new communications policy which was
agreed and adopted.

108. Clerk Vacancy:

The Clerk left the meeting at this point. The Chair had circulated a paper to Councillors referencing
the selection process undertaken for a new clerk. It was resolved that the role should be offered
to Amanda Barlow with a view to her commencing employment shortly before the current clerk
leaves the post to allow time for a handover.

109. Finance:
1. Members resolved to authorise the Schedule of Payments for November:

Kent County Council Pension contributions £435.77
(PC: £379.11 Clerk: £56.66)

British Telecom Telephone and Broadband £48.26

HMRC Tax and NI £264.33

Mrs J Gray Clerk’s Salary £741.40

Mrs J Gray Parish Council Expenses £30.00
Use of House (£20) Mobile Phone contribution (£10)

EON Electricity Charges £185.54

Lothlorien Landscapes Churchyard grass cutting and maintenance 5 & 6 £624.00

Streetlights 2"d instalment of maintenance contract for 2020 £1484.08

2. ClIr McGarvey had become a bank signatory at Handelsbanken and having now received
the card reader was awaiting the necessary card and instructions.
3. The following following grants to voluntary organisations were agreed:

Ellenor (hospice at Northfleet) £250.00
North West Kent Volunteer Centre £100.00
Citizens’ Advice Bureau (Sevenoaks/Swanley) £150.00
Kent Air Ambulance £150.00
Farningham and Eynsford History Society £150.00
EFL Trident £60.00
Swanley Food Bank £150.00
Royal British Legion (for Remembrance Wreath) £50.00
DRIPS £20.00
Dementia Café £50.00
Total: £1130.00

4. The Parish Council agreed to pay for the grass cutting and maintenance of St. Peter and
St. Paul's churchyard. Mrs Goldsworthy, Secretary of the PCC had requested the same
contractor continue.

Signed .....couveiiii Wednesday 2"d December 2020

The meeting closed at 10.30pm. The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 2"
December 2020 at 7.00pm via Zoom.



