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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Farningham held virtually on the 

‘Zoom’ platform on Wednesday 13 January 2021 at 7.00pm 
 

Present:  Cllrs Liz Bourne (Chair), Daryl Burns, Philip McGarvey (District Councillor), Latif Oztosun, Sam Pointer, 

Carol Salmon and Krish Shanmuganathan  

In attendance: Cllr Roger Gough (County Councillor) (in part), Amanda Barlow (Clerk)  

1. To receive apologies and reasons for absence. 

None. 

2. To receive declarations of personal, prejudicial and disclosable pecuniary interests on items on the 
agenda and updates to members’ register of interests. 

None 

Cllr McGarvey declared that he is on the Parochial Church Council. 

Cllr Bourne declared that she is employed by the insurance broker who purchased the insurance broker, Came 
& Company used by the Parish Council. 

It was agreed that as Cllr Gough had not arrived at the meeting to take Agenda Item 3 later in the meeting. 

4. A Public Open Session.  Members of the public will be welcome to address the Parish Council with 
any local concerns they have.  Please note this item will be limited in time at the discretion of the 
Chairman. 

None. 

5. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Parish Council meetings 

5.1 Meeting on 2 December 2020 

Members resolved to agree the minutes of the meeting held on 2 December 2020. 

5.2 Meeting on 30 December 2020  

Members resolved to agree the minutes of the meeting held on 30 December 2020.  

6. To take Matters arising from the Minutes where these are not covered under the subject headings 
below 

4.0 Clerk has contacted the PCSO to arrange for a meeting between Cllr Pointer and Arran Ostridge (PCSO for 
Farningham).  The PCSO has agreed to meet in person or via Microsoft Teams and it was agreed that the Clerk 
and Cllr Pointer would agree a mutually convenient meeting.  (Action: Clerk/Cllr Pointer). 

10.ii.  Playground/risk assessment – the Clerk confirmed that Sevenoaks District Council has confirmed that it 
is their responsibility to carry out the risk assessments. 

11.iii. Streetlights/Electricity - Clerk has been in contact with ECA/Ken Bonner of Streetlights 

15. Non resident fly tipping - Clerk has send a letter to the offender. 

16. Clerk has contacted the insurance company to quote to increase Directors & Officers liability to £1million.  
Members agreed that they would agree via email any change in the premium already agreed due to liability 
increase. (Action: Clerk) 

21. Asset of Community Value – Sevenoaks District Council have added the two public houses, The Lion Hotel 
and Pied Bull to the list of assets of community value. Listing of assets of community value is valid for 5 years. 

7. To consider the following planning applications requiring comments and note the updated planning 
log: 

7.1 Application No: 20/03649/HOUSE 
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Deadline for response: 20 January 2021 

Site: Farningham Hill House Farningham Hill Road Farningham KENT DA4 0JR 

Development: Demolition of existing detached garage / annexe building and replacement detached 1.5 
storey garage building with games room for dwelling. New vehicular access point off private road and 
driveway leading to existing incidental use to the main parking area. 

Members resolved to agree No Comment on this application. 

7.2 Application No: 20/03709/HOUSE 

Deadline for response: 25 January 2021 

Site: 6 Eynsford Road Farningham KENT DA4 0BD 

Development: Proposed new pitched roof in replacement of existing and alterations to fenestration and 
rooflights. 

Members resolved to agree No Comment on this application. 

7.3 Planning log 

 Noted. 

8. Finance Items for noting and decision 

8.1. Items paid and payable 

 Members resolved to agree the items paid and payable at Appendix A. 

8.2  20/21 Budget at January 2021 

 Noted. 

Cllr Gough joined the meeting and Members agreed to take Agenda Item 3. 

3. To receive report (verbal) from the County Councillor 

Cllr Gough commented as follows: 

By-way 192 – Cllr Bourne advised that Members were disappointed with the response. 

20 mile zone – Traffic surveys are all postponed due to the current lockdown restrictions. 

Junction 3/M25 – He had spoken to Simon Jones, Head of Highways England and was under the impression that 
it is still being sorted out how they are going to spend the money and then they will send out information on 
the proposed scheme. 

Toilets on A20 London Road lay-by - Cllr Gough advised that he could not find any information about the toilet 
facilities and asked Members for further information.  Members advised that the lay-by was upgraded with 
Brexit money but no toilet facilities were included and reported that the lay-by was filthy. Cllr Gough agreed to 
look further into the matter.  Members agreed that the Clerk should ask Sevenoaks District Council about 
cleaning the lay-by. (Action: Clerk). 

Eynsford Road flooding – The review of the soakaways was delayed due to bad weather but the other works 
previously done seem to have been working.  Cllr Burns advised that the road is greatly improved. 

Covid19 Pandemic – There are 12 sites open in Kent for asymptomatic testing with the ability to achieve 17,000 
tests per day. Kent County Council is supporting the NHS vaccination programme. 

Cllr Gough left the meeting. 
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8. Finance Items for noting and decision 

8.3 To confirm the 2021/22 precept following publication of the 2021/22 tax base 

Members resolved to set the precept for 2021/22 at £46,422.00.  This slightly reduced Precept request 

reflects the reduced Tax Base (661.54) meaning that the Council Tax charge per household will result in a 

nil increase in 2021/22. 

8.4 2021/22 Budget 

Members agreed to a few amendments to the 2021/22 Budget and Cllr McGarvey agreed to update the 
2021/22 Budget. (Action: Cllr McGarvey). 

8.5 Farningham Parish Council’s reserves 

 Noted. 

8.6 Bank account 

Members agreed that the Clerk should ask the KALC Financial Advisor for advice on suitable internet bank 
accounts for Parish Council.  (Action: Clerk). 

8.7 To appoint the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) 

Members resolved to appoint the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).  

9. Items for decision and allocation of resources if necessary 

9.1 To discuss and agree next actions with regard to the flint wall in the High Street in front of 
Farningham Village Hall. 

Members asked the Clerk to confirm with the Land Registry the ownership of the Village Hall, Village Hall 
car park and Market Meadow.  Members agreed that the Clerk should produce an asset register to include 
everything over £250. (Action: Clerk).   

Members agreed that no decision should be taken until further information has been received. 

Members asked the Clerk to get the quote from Lothlorien relating to keeping a small strip of Market 
Meadow next to the wall clear of vegetation discussed on site on 4 December 2020. (Action: Clerk) 

9.2 To discuss and agree next actions with regard to an electric charging point in the car park at 
Farningham Village Hall. 

Members resolved not to proceed with the putting an electric charging point in the car park as the 

Village Hall Management Committee were not in favour of the proposal.   Members agreed to review 

other options regarding an electric charging point in the village as the results of the survey showed that 

residents were in favour of having an electric charging point. 

9.3 To discuss and agree next actions with regard to the Farningham village traffic improvement 
scheme 

Members agreed to proceed to obtain costings and to survey residents via Royal Mail.  Members agreed 

to advise the Clerk of suggestions for the survey. (Action: All Councillors). 

10.  Items for report/noting 

10.1 Correspondence 

10.1.1 Police Newsletter 

 Noted. 
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10.1.2 KALC Community Awards Scheme 

Members agreed to nominate Lee Mullins for the Community Award Scheme after checking with Lee 
Mullins that she was agreeable to being nominated.   

10.1.3 Letter from Sevenoaks District Council re: planning applications 

 Noted. 

10.1.4 General correspondence 

 Noted. 

10.2 Dates of meetings for 2021/22 

 Noted. 

11. Urgent Business that occurs and requires attention before the next meeting may be reported at 
the Chairman’s discretion. 

 None. 

12. Date of next meeting Wednesday 3 February 2021 (via zoom) at 7pm. 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.56 
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Appendix A 

 

Payee   Description     Net  Vat  Total 

E-ON Energy  Electricity for streetlighting for November 20 £185.54 0  £185.54 

Came & Company Annual insurance for Parish Council  £1,285.27 0 

 £1,285.27 

A Barlow  Clerk’s salary     £732.15 0  £732.15 

A Barlow  Clerk’s Expenses    £180.98 0  £180.98 

   Mileage   £34.20 

   Zoom (Dec/Jan)  £28.78 

   Parish Phone (Dec/Jan) £118.00 
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Appendix B 

Farningham Parish Council Correspondence List 

24/12/20 to 08/01/21 

 

1. KALC - Op Fennel Stakeholder Briefing 

2. SDC - Development Control Committee – 17 December 2020 – Minutes 

3. KALC - FW: Press Release - Statistics released following cross-Channel disruption 

4. KALC - FW: Local Government Bulletin 30 December 

5. Kent Police Rural Task Force Report 

6. KALC - Covid-19 & EU Transition Press Releases 

7. Streetworks - Temporary Lay-by Closure - A20 London Road (Lay-by) – sent to all Cllrs 

8. KALC - Local Government Bulletin 5 January 

9. SDC Members' Update - 5 January – sent to all Cllrs 

10. SDC - Community Connectors Newsletter 6 Jan 2021 

11. Vaccine Update | Laura Trott 

12. KALC - Kent and Medway vaccination programme update – sent to all Cllrs 

13. Kent Police - December newsletter- sent to all Cllrs 

14. KALC - Action Fraud - Coronavirus Scams Warning 

15. Kent Community Housing Hub - 'Creating Sustainable Community Led Housing' - an 

online event 

16. KALC - NALC CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S BULLETIN 

 

 

For the latest update on the Covid19 pandemic visit: 

Coronavirus (nalc.gov.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cds.sevenoaks.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=122&MId=2556&Ver=4&J=2
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/coronavirus-page

