Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Farningham, held at Shand Hall, High Street, Farningham on Wednesday 8th November 2023 at 7pm.

Present: Cllrs Daryl Burns (Chairman), Mike Cook (Vice Chair), Andie Fitzsimons, Philip McGarvey, Carol Salmon, Krishna Shanmuganathan, Roger Gough (Kent County Council), Laurence Ball and Alan White (Sevenoaks District Council).

In attendance: Two members of the public, in part, and Helen Penney (Clerk)

1. Apologies and reasons for absence.
None

2. To fill any vacancies left unfilled at the election by reason of insufficient nominations via co-option  
None

3. Declarations of personal, prejudicial and disclosable pecuniary interests on items on the agenda and updates to members’ register of interests. 
None

Members agreed to discuss the agenda in the following order.

5. Report from the District Councillors
Cllr Ball reported that Sevenoaks District Council have admitted that mistakes were made in the enforcement application against The Old Stables on Maplescombe Lane. However, when a notice has been found to be defective, legislation allows the notice to be re-served and is currently being worked on by SDC.

Cllr Ball also reported that during the call for sites in the Local Plan 2024, Pedham Place has been identified as a potential site for 2,500 houses and an application from Wasps Rugby Club has been received for a stadium, hotel and parking. The consultation for the Local Plan will run from the 23rd November 2023 to the 11th January 2024.

Cllr Gough arrived.

Cllr White reported that a grit bin has become available in a nearby Parish and can be moved to Farningham if there is need. Members thanked Cllr White for the offer however agreed that Farningham has sufficient grit bins already and did not feel that one sited on the High Street and in the Conservation area would be appropriate.

4. Report from the County Councillor
Cllr Gough reported that an officer group has been working on detailed recommendations for engineering solutions along the A20 and once results from a final traffic count survey are received, they will be able to move forwards. Cllr Gough advised that a newly formed working group will meet in December and two Parish Councillors will be invited to represent the Parish Council. The Clerk will provide names and contact details to Cllr Gough. Action: Clerk.

Cllr McGarvey reported that at the latest Brands Hatch Liaison Group, Brands Hatch Management Team have said that they will contact Kent Highways to discuss the safety of vehicles leaving their site and onto the A20.

A member of the public arrived

Cllr Gough reported that crash data is available from the Crash Data Team at KCC. The Clerk had already received this information from the Community Engagement Officer. Members asked the Clerk to investigate, request quotes and include details ready for the Highways Improvement Plan meeting on the 22nd November. Action: Clerk.

Cllr Gough reported that the damaged bollards on the A20 outside of Braeside Surgery leading down to White Post Hill will be replaced, repaired and cleaned.

Cllr Burns reported that The Lion Cottages are continuing to suffer from flooding. Cllr Gough advised that he is aware of flooding at the properties and the history of flooding, previous engineering and drainage works are being investigated to try and form a solution.

Cllr Gough left the meeting.

6. To consider, and approve if appropriate, which agenda items are sufficiently confidential as to warrant exclusion of members of the press and public under the provisions of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960
Members advised that they will discuss part of agenda item 13.9 confidentially.

7. A Public Open Session.  Members of the public will be welcome to address the Parish Council with any local concerns they have.  Please note this item will be limited in time at the discretion of the Chairman.
The first member of the public advised that a residents group has been formed objecting to Sevenoaks District Council Local Plan and proposed development of Pedham Place and questioned why no stake holder engagement meeting has been planned in Farningham. Members advised that once the consultation was open, they would be able to discuss the proposal in detail and submit comments. Members asked the Clerk to request a stake holder engagement meeting in Farningham. Action: Clerk.

The member of the public added that the gentleman with aggressive dogs has been using Irving’s Corner again. Members asked the Clerk to raise the issue with the Dog Warden and Local Beat Officer. Action: Clerk.

The second member of the public expressed an interest in the informal consultation on extending double yellow lines on a small section of the High Street.

Cllr Burns reported that the informal consultation ran from Friday 6th October to Friday 3rd November and had been circulated to residents via Mailchimp, a Trident report and added to both notice boards in the village. The Clerk had received 29 responses of which 23 supported the proposal, five opposed and one was impartial. Members agreed for the proposal to move forwards with Kent Highways as the overall response was positive from residents. Action: Clerk.  

The member of public also discussed parking up to their entrance. Member advised that a dog bone might be possible and that the Clerk would provide further information after the meeting. Action: Clerk.

8. If necessary, a report on breaches of General Data Protection Regulations
[bookmark: _Hlk135734330]None

9. Approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Parish Council meetings on 4th October 2023
The Minutes from the Parish Council meeting on the 4th October 2023 were approved and signed.

10. Trident
To be completed by Cllr Salmon and noted that the address needs changing on the contact information. Action: Cllr Salmon.

[bookmark: _Hlk487702690]11. Matters arising where these are not covered under the following headings and Clerks update.
The Clerk reported:

The new letter box had been installed at the Village Hall and that the new address would be circulated. The new address is: Farningham Parish Council, Farningham Village Hall, High Street, Farningham, Kent, DA4 0DH Action: Clerk. 

The building work at 38 London Road had been added to the enforcement request raised over the demolition of the flint wall.

The Conservation team at Sevenoaks District Council had been made aware of the rescue pole at the Lion Hotel and would be investigating.

[bookmark: _Hlk152059961]The Clerk reported that a resident on Till Avenue has been in contact regarding inconsiderate parking that prevents bin lorries, other residents and emergency services from driving to the end of the road. Members asked the Clerk to discuss with Sevenoaks District Council for potential solutions. Action: Clerk.

12. Planning
12.1 Planning log circulated by the Clerk on 3rd November 2023.
Members noted the planning log.

12.2 Enforcement requests with SDC
Members asked the Clerk for more details on the Appeal notification for Public Enquiry 23/00084/ENF, Farningham Hill Stables. What would be involved and expected time scales. Action: Clerk.

12.3 Sevenoaks District Council Local Plan
Members noted that the consultation was due to open on the 23rd November 2023 and that they would discuss the proposal ready to submit comments at the next meeting. Members asked the Clerk to share information with residents as it becomes available via all means and to request a stake holder meeting in Farningham. Cllr Ball advised that he would also request a meeting. Action: Cllr Ball and the Clerk.

12.4 Planning Applications. To consider any planning applications and to include any received by the Clerk after the agenda has been served to Councillors.

12.4.1 	Site: Chimmens Solar Farm
Members noted that the planning application is expected soon.

12.5 Appeal notification
Reference: 23/00084/ENF
Site: Farningham Hill Stables Farningham Hill Road Farningham Kent
Appeal: against issue of Enforcement Notice for: Without planning permission, the unauthorised change of use from equestrian land to a material change of use of Land for the creation of 7 Gypsy/Traveler Pitches comprising 1 mobile home, (net increase of 7 Static Caravans)
Requested Procedure: Public enquiry

Noted

The two members of the public left the meeting.

12.6 Public Footpath SD169 (part) Public Path Diversion and Definitive Map and Statement Modification Order 2023
Members noted the Modification order and agreed to circulate information to residents for comment. Action: Clerk.

12.7 Ratification of Planning Applications received but not needing further action or comment
12.7.1	Reference: 23/02898/DETAIL
	Site: Lion Hotel High Street Farningham Dartford Kent DA4 0DP
Proposal: Details pursuant to condition 4 (samples) subject to 19/03222/LBCALT

	Noted

12.7.2	Reference: SE/23/02989/WTCA
Site: Manor Farm House High Street Farningham Dartford Kent DA4 0DH
Proposal: T1 - Ash tree (Fraxinus Excelsior) fell.

	Noted

13. Finance Items for noting and decision
[bookmark: _Hlk144893142]13.1 Items paid, receipts and items payable
[bookmark: _Hlk137204829]The items payable were agreed for processing and items paid and receipts noted.

13.2 Flexed budget October 2023
Members noted the report.

[bookmark: _Hlk144888840][bookmark: _Hlk92460874]13.3 2024/25 budget and precept
Members requested that: 

· Cost Code 38, Travel & Subsistence for Councillors, is reduced to £100.
· Cost Code 59, Kings Coronation, is renamed to Events.
· The amounts for Cost Code 14, Maintenance Reserves Fund, and 30, Working Capital Reserve, are swapped.

Members agreed to a Precept rise of 1.95%

Action: Clerk.

13.4 Contract for electricity supply
Members agreed to remain on the variable rate.
13.5 Replacement map of Farningham
Members agreed that, due to its deteriorating condition, the Clerk could look into replacing the map of Farningham found outside of Irving’s Corner, with a budget of up to £50.00. Action: Clerk.

13.6 Letter from HMRC to report a credit on PAYE account
Members noted the credit on the account.

13.7 Livedrive payment on debit card, £69.90
Members notes that the Clerk had made a payment with the debit card and that the account details had been updated.

13.8 Work required at Three Hills to clear vegetation overgrowing a private property
Members approved the work to go ahead. Action: Clerk.

13.9 Clerk’s pay award
The Clerk advised that the new pay award had been announced.

The Clerk left the room.
The Clerk was called back to the room.

Members agreed to apply the pay award to the Clerks salary, backdated to the 1st April 2023, and that Cllr Burns would contact payroll. Action: Cllr Burns.

Members asked the Clerk to look into how she can progress through the pay scales. Action: Clerk.  

14. Highways including
[bookmark: _Hlk146294922][bookmark: _Hlk146871171][bookmark: _Hlk149902647]14.1 Final review of the Highways Improvement Plan for the next annual review on Wednesday 22nd November 10:30, Shand Hall	
All members, except Cllr Shanmuganathan, confirmed that they should attend the meeting with the Clerk and asked the Clerk to report the road becoming worn away by rain water at the base of the flint wall by the Church. Action Clerk.

14.2 Consideration of and to agree next steps following the informal consultation to extend the double yellow lines on both sides of the High Street, outside of Market Meadow.
Covered under agenda point 7.

14.3 Potential opportunity for an additional grit box
Covered under agenda point 5.

15. Events
[bookmark: _Hlk144824598]15.1 Retrospective agreement to cancel the Parish Council event booked for Saturday 2nd December 2023 at the Village Hall
Members agreed to cancel the mulled wine and Carols for the new Village Hall Fundraising Committee to run a Christmas Market and wished them well.

15.2 KALC Annual General Meeting Notice, Saturday 18th November 2023
Cllr McGarvey confirmed that he would be attending. Action: Cllr McGarvey.

15.3 Laying of the Poppy Wreath, Sunday 12th November 2023
Cllr Burns confirmed that she would lay the wreath. Cllr McGarvey reported that previous donations to the Royal British Legion for the annual poppy wreath we had been sending direct to RBL instead of reimbursing the supplier who has therefore been covering the cost from his own pocket. Members asked that the Clerk investigate and that the supplier will be reimbursed by the Parish Council. Action: Cllr Burns and the Clerk.

[bookmark: _Hlk149636704]15.4 INVITATION Parish & Town Councils Climate Action Day, 4th December, in partnership with KALC
Members noted the event.

16. Consideration of Draft Biodiversity Policy – due by 1st January 2024
Members requested that the Clerk add keeping edges of grassed areas unmown to encourage biodiversity. Action: Clerk.

[bookmark: _Hlk146616593]17. Defibrillator cabinet
Members noted that the Pied Bull has agreed to house the defibrillator currently kept inside the cricket pavilion on Horton Way until the cabinet is replaced by St John’s Ambulance. The Clerk will arrange this and will continue to chase St John’s Ambulance for the cabinet. Action: Clerk.

18. Proposed merger between Braeside and Devon Road Surgeries
Members asked the Clerk to request a stake holder meeting with Braeside Surgery as there is real concern within the community of the surgeries merging. 

The Chair requested an extension that was granted. 

19.Flooding in Farningham
Covered under agenda point 4.

20. Newsletter
Members agreed for the newsletter to go ahead now the Christmas event in Farningham has changed to being organised and run by the Village Hall Fundraising Committee.

21. Items to circulate to parishioners
To include the Trident report, Local Plan and anything of importance. Action: Clerk.

22. Urgent Business that occurs and requires attention before the next meeting may be reported at the Chairman’s discretion.

Date of next meeting Wednesday 6th December 2023, 7pm, Shand Hall.
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3 November 2023 (2023-2024)

Voucher Code Date VAT Type Net VAT Total

101 Street Lighting Repairs 11/11/2023 S 1,410.00 282.00 1,692.00

102 Street Lighting Repairs 08/11/2023 S 1,016.25 203.25 1,219.50

103 Street Lighting Maintenance Contract11/11/2023 S 995.88 199.18 1,195.06

4,106.56

106 Village Hall Hire 08/11/2023 X 36.25 36.25

107 Village Hall Hire 08/11/2023 X 250.00 250.00

286.25

108 Computer 08/11/2023 X 69.99 69.99

111 Grass cutting 08/11/2023 S 160.00 32.00 192.00

112 Churchyard Grasscutting 08/11/2023 S 590.00 118.00 708.00

900.00

120 Salary On Costs (Tax, NI etc) 08/11/2023 X 9.33 9.33

114 Bank charges 08/11/2023 X

115 Clerk's salary (net) 08/11/2023 X 1030.60 1030.60

116 Pension (PC & Clerk's contributions) 08/11/2023 X 91.68 91.68

117 Electricity Charges 08/11/2023 L

121 Mainteance Assets 08/11/2023 X 2990.00 2990.00

118 Telephone /Broadband 08/11/2023 S 4.12 0.83 4.95

119 Postage/Stationery/Print 08/11/2023 X 5.00 5.00

113 Computer 08/11/2023 S 16.64 3.33 19.97

29.92

Total 8,675.47838.599,514.06

Acrobat Miss H Penney

Cattle screen grids Jason Smith

Printing Miss H Penney

Electricity supply npower

Telephone & Broadband Miss H Penney

Pension contribution Nest Pensions

Bank charges Handelsbanken

Clerk's salary Miss H Penney

Tax/NI HM Revenue & Customs

Churchyard maintenance Lothlorien Landscapes

Computer expenditure Norton

Amenity Area Maintenance Lothlorien Landscapes

Hall Hire Farningham Village Hall

Security deposit Village Hall Farningham Village Hall

Street Lighting contract Streetlights

Street Light Repair Streetlights

Street Light Repair Streetlights

Farningham Parish Council

PAYMENTS (AWAITING AUTHORISATION) LIST

Description Supplier
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1 November 2023 (2023-2024)

Voucher Code Date VAT Type Net VAT Total

88 Telephone /Broadband 12/10/2023 S 4.12 0.83 4.95

90 Computer 12/10/2023 S 15.97 3.19 19.16

91 Postage/Stationery/Print 12/10/2023 X 5.00 5.00

92 Grass cutting 12/10/2023 S 80.00 16.00 96.00

93 Churchyard Grasscutting 12/10/2023 S 295.00 59.00 354.00

94 Maintenance Assets/Open Spaces 25/10/2023 X 1,125.00 1,125.00

95 Audit fees 12/10/2023 S 315.00 63.00 378.00

96 Clerk's salary (net) 23/10/2023 X 1,030.60 1,030.60

97 Pension (PC & Clerk's contributions)23/10/2023 X 91.68 91.68

98 Village Hall Hire 12/10/2023 E 24.00 24.00

99 Street Lighting Repairs 12/10/2023 S 505.00 101.00 606.00

100 Electricity Charges 18/10/2023 L 282.15 14.11 296.26

104 Projects 10/10/2023 X 39.00 39.00

105 Bank charges 13/10/2023 X 10.50 10.50

109 Computer 23/10/2023 X 69.90 69.90

110 Christmas Decorations 30/10/2023 X 49.67 49.67

Total 3,942.59 257.13 4,199.72

Live Drive Farningham Parish Council

Christmas Battery Station

Post box British Ironwork Centre

Bank charges Handelsbanken

Electricity supply npower

Street Light Repair Streetlights

Pension contribution Nest Pensions

Shand Hall Hire FPCC

Clerk's salary Miss H Penney

Cattle Screen flint work Tim Germaney Heritage Bricklayer

Audit fee Mazars

Churchyard maintenance Lothlorien Landscapes

Printing Miss H Penney

Amenity Area Maintenance Lothlorien Landscapes

Acrobat Miss H Penney

Telephone and Broadband charges Miss H Penney

Farningham Parish Council

PAYMENTS LIST

Description Supplier
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1 November 2023 (2023-2024)

VoucherCode Date VAT Type Net VATTotal

14Anonymous Donation16/10/2023FPC Current Account (HB) X 141.00 141.00

15Bank Interest 31/10/2023FPC Deposit (HB) X 15.04 15.04

Total 156.04 156.04

Bank

Anonymous Donation Farningham Parish Council

Bank Interest Farningham Parish Council

Farningham Parish Council

RECEIPTS LIST

Supplier Description
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Farningham, held at Shand Hall, High 


Street, Farningham on 


Wednesday 


8


th


 


November 


2023


 


at 


7


pm.


 


 


Present: Cllrs Daryl Burns (Chairman), Mike Cook (Vice Chair),


 


Andie Fitzsimons,


 


Philip McGarvey, Carol 


Salmon, Krishna Shanmuganathan,


 


Roger Gough (Kent County Council),


 


Laurence Ball


 


and Alan White


 


(Sevenoaks District Council)


.


 


 


In attendance:


 


Two members of the public, in part, and


 


Helen Penney (Clerk)


 


 


1. 


Apologies and reasons for absence.


 


None


 


 


2. 


To fill any vacancies left unfilled at the election by reason of insufficient nominations via co


-


option  


 


None


 


 


3. 


Declarations of personal, prejudicial and disclosable pecuniary interests on items on the agenda 


and updates to members’ register of interests. 


 


None


 


 


Members agreed to 


discuss the agenda in the following order.


 


 


5. 


Report from the District Councillors


 


Cllr Ball reported that Sevenoaks District Council have admitted that mistakes


 


were made


 


in the 


enforcement application against The Old Stables on Maplescombe Lane.


 


However, when a notice has 


been found to be defective, legislation allows


 


the


 


notice to be re


-


served 


and


 


is currently being worked 


on 


by SDC.


 


 


Cllr


 


Ball also


 


reported that during the call for sites in the Local Plan 2024, Pedham Place has been 


identified as a potential 


site 


for 2,500 houses and an application


 


from Wasps Rugby Club has been 


received


 


for a stadium, hotel and parking. The consultation


 


for the Local Plan will run from


 


the 2


3


rd


 


November 2023


 


to the 11


th


 


January 2024.


 


 


Cllr Gough arrived


.


 


 


Cllr White reported that a grit bin


 


has become


 


available


 


in a nearby Parish


 


and


 


can be moved to 


Farningham if there is need.


 


Members thanked Cllr White for the offer however


 


agreed that


 


Farningham 


has sufficient


 


grit bins already and did not feel that one sited on the High Street and in the Conservation 


area would be appropriate.
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. 


Report from the 


County Councillor


 


Cllr Gough reported that 


an 


o


fficer group has been working on detailed recommendations for 


engineering solutions along the A20 and


 


once


 


results from a


 


final


 


traffic count survey


 


are received, they 


will


 


be


 


able to move forwards. Cllr Gough ad


vised


 


that a


 


newly formed


 


working group will meet in 


December and two Parish Councillors will be invited to represent the Parish Council. The Clerk will 


provide names and contact details to Cllr Gough. 


Action: Clerk.
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