[bookmark: _Hlk111207709]Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting of the Parish Council of Farningham held at Farningham Village Hall on Wednesday 28 March 2025 at 7pm. 

1. Chairman’s welcome and Apologies for absence

In the absence of the Parish Council Chair, Mrs Daryl Burn, Parish Council Philip McGarvey chaired the meeting.

Present: 
Farningham Parish Councillors Liz Bourne, Andie Fitzsimons, Philip McGarvey (also Farningham and Eynsford History Society), Kevin McGeough and Carol Salmon (also Friends of Farningham).
Cllr Laurence Ball (Sevenoaks District Council)
Cllr Roger Gough (Kent County Council)

Anthony Roper Charity, Vikki Saunders
Farningham Cricket Club
Farningham United Charites, Viv Parker
Farningham Village Hall, Viv Parker
Farningham’s Women’s Institute, Marilyn Wells
Millfield Trust, Bjorn Ramell
Protect the Greenbelt Together, Su Hewitt
St. Peters and St. Pauls Church
The Campaign to Protect Rural England. Susan Pittman
The Darent River Preservation Society, Malcom Dunn
The Space, Adrian
Helen Penney; FPC Clerk and RFO
Approximately 30 residents

Apologies received and accepted from:
Farningham Parish Council Chair Daryl Burns
Cllr Alan White (Sevenoaks District Council)
PC Caleb Guest

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 20 March 2024 at 7pm.
Members approved the minutes of the Annual Parish held on 20 March 2024.

3. A written report from Mrs Daryl Burns (Chair), Farningham Parish Council, was read by Cllr Philip McGarvey: 
I have to send my apologies for this Annual Parish Meeting and am submitting my report this year in writing.

Firstly just to explain, this meeting is not a Parish Council meeting, in fact it has to be held even if the Parish does not have a Parish Council.   The Annual Parish Meeting has to be held each year between 1st March and 1st June to hear from Farningham Parish Council and local organisations and groups who have an interest in the village or associations with local residents.  

I hope you enjoy the change to this year’s format and have an opportunity to view and speak to the representatives of the various organisations who are attending.

The Minutes from the APM held last year on 20th March 2024 have been on the FPC website. Does anybody have any corrections to the Minutes, if not they will be signed as an accurate record.

This year there have been a number of challenges for us and other local Parish Councils.  SDC’s Local Plan 2040 Regulation 18 had progressed to Regulation 19, meaning SDC would have been publishing the document showing which sites would or would not be included. However due to the change of Government and their amendments to the NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework), Sevenoaks DC had to start the whole process again. The Regulation 18 consultations are now due to start around October 2025 with the Regulation 19 (Draft Local Plan) expected to be published in the summer of 2026.  

Farningham Parish Council, in partnership with Eynsford and Crockenhill PC’s engaged Tibbalds, a highly regarded planning consultancy, to work with us all to gather evidence for submission to SDC on the unsuitability of Pedham Place in the Local Plan.  

A huge thank you goes again to Friends of Farningham for their efforts to keep the village looking well maintained during the summer months.  Carol Salmon works tirelessly not only co-ordinating the group, but also her own daily efforts with her trusted litter picker.  She is looking to cut down the hours she is spending with FoF and we are looking for somebody to help co-ordinate the group.  If you are interested, could you please contact Helen or Carol.  Until help is found, the sessions will be monthly rather than fortnightly.  Any volunteers who would like to regularly or irregularly join the group are more than welcome.

It was good to see the installation of the average speed cameras on the A20.  The Parish Council were disappointed to find they were only be installed on the East side of Kings Roundabout as we had hoped they would slow down the dangerously high speed of some cars travelling in the 40 mph section going up towards Pedham.  Unfortunately due the high costs and the lack of crash data, there was no evidence to suggest they are needed on this section – KCC Highways are going to request the Police use a mobile speed camera on this section, but we will wait and see if this happens.

Again FPC have been requesting Kent Highways find a way to prevent the illegal right hand turns from Eynsford Road on to the A20.  They did instal a hidden camera to monitor the amount of traffic committing this manoeuvre and were surprised at the number, however KCC Highways have to upgrade the number of physical signs and road markings first before they can look at the next step to try to stop this.

FPC hosted an SDC Family Fun Day during the summer.  Helen, our Clerk, did a fantastic job with the organisation and running of the day held at Farningham Cricket Club.

Despite the storm warnings, wind and rain, it was great to see so many come along to the Christmas event, with mulled wine and carols.  The Christmas tree was lovely in Market Meadow and we look forward to a hopefully drier event this December.  A big thanks to Barrie Payne and the Follie Singers for their festive renditions.

During the 2024-25 year, FPC had two Parish Councillors step down, I would like to thank Krishna Shanmuganathan and Mark Keith for their time and efforts.  I would like to thank all the FPC Councillors, Philip McGarvey, Carol Salmon, Andi Fitzsimons and Kevin Mcgeough for their tireless work and commitment and our fantastic Clerk, Helen Penney who we rely on so much.  

Wishing you all a very pleasant evening.

4. To receive a report from the Chairman of Sevenoaks District Council, Councillor Laurence Ball. 
Cllr Ball reported on: 
· Devolution which is a priority for Sevenoaks District Council.
· The green recycling bags have been rolled out across the district which have seen a positive impact on recycling figures.
· Officers are working on the emerging Local Plan and encouraged residents to keep informed and read correspondence from Sevenoaks District Council as the project progresses.
· He will remain Chairman of Sevenoaks District Council until mid-May.

A written report had been provided by District Councillor Alan White in advance of the meeting and was read by Cllr Philip McGarvey:
I was elected as district councillor in May 2023.

I regularly attend the Farningham Parish Council meetings, and I also participate on a number of advisory committees at Sevenoaks District Council meetings. 

Committees 
Cleaner and Greener 
Development and Conservation 
Innovation and Improvement
Community Infrastructure Levy
People and Places (Deputy Portfolio Holder)

In addition to the above, and outside my councillor responsibilities, I am also a member of the Patient Participation Group at the River Darent Medical Group. I joined this group in 2024 with the hope I can contribute in a positive way that ultimately helps to benefit the wider community. I would encourage those that have concerns or complaints regarding the surgeries at Braeside or Devon Road to log a complaint via kmicb.haveyoursay.g82218@nhs.net or by writing to the Practice Manager. 

I am also an active member of the Friends of Farningham group. During 2025, the group intends to meet on the first Saturday April to October from 10am at the village hall. Some activities the group undertakes is to keep the churchyard and Village Hall car park tidy, as well as the river path and bridge clear from weeds and overgrown vegetation. The group is incredibly welcoming and new volunteers are always encouraged to join! During 2023 and 2024, I participated regularly and I hope to repeat providing support this year. 

I am fully aware that many residents are concerned with the rising number of antisocial behaviour and catapult/ ball bearing incidents that have occurred in recent months, both in Farningham and also Horton Kirby & South Darenth. I have proactively engaged with the community safety team at Sevenoaks District Council as well as Matthew Scott, Kent Police and Crime Commissioner. I have been assured by Matthew Scott that he has contacting and liaising with the District Commander to highlight the concerns of residents from across the ward. My aim is that we will see a greater police presence in the ward and more of our neighbourhood officer, PC Caleb Guest. 

I strongly encourage anyone witnessing any antisocial behaviour or criminal activity to report it to the police using either 999 for emergencies or 101 to report minor crime or incidents. 

I have a Facebook page where I will post important information that residents need to be aware of, as well as details of activities I'm initiating or attending. 

https://www.facebook.com/share/15xQb7FLQN/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

I rarely respond to Facebook to comments. If you have a complaint or issue you want to bring to my attention please email me on Cllr.White@Sevenoaks.gov.uk


5. To receive a report from Kent County Councillor Roger Gough. 
It has once more been a great pleasure over the last year to work with Daryl, Helen and the Parish Council - and with Alan and Laurence as our District Councillors. 

The biggest recent development has been the installation of average speed cameras as safety measures on the A20. The average speed cameras are to the east (the West Kingsdown facing side) of Kings roundabout. This follows a very detailed analysis by Kent Highways officers of the factors behind the awful record of serious and fatal crashes on this section of road. Driver error was a common factor, but speed made the effects a lot worse. This fits with the thinking behind KCC’s Vision Zero strategy for road safety: you can never fully eliminate driver error, but you can take measures to reduce and mitigate its effects.

One other feature of this is the use of countdown markers as you approach the 40mph gateway, which originated in discussions with the Parish Council. This was a sufficiently unusual step that it required discussions with the Department for Transport but has made a positive difference. 

We continue to work on enhancements on the other side of the roundabout. In addition, we’re seeking to address the long-standing problem of illegal right turns at the top of Eynsford Road onto the A20. You will have seen that improved signage has gone in recently at the junction. Now we all know that most of those illegal right turns aren’t because drivers are unaware of the situation; nonetheless, these measures must be shown to have been tried before we move on to any other actions such as camera enforcement.  There are, of course, other issues of illegal right turns at London Road and Gorse Hill, and those haven’t been forgotten. 

Sticking with Highways, we are at the time of year when the roads are in their very worst condition as we come out of the winter. Last year we ran a large-scale pothole blitz, and this year we will have some increase in the funding that we put in to road surface improvements, but we all recognize that in Kent, as elsewhere in the country, there is a long-term problem of inadequate funding for our roads. At KCC, we continue to make the case that national funding should be allocated on the basis of road usage, not per mile of road; the wear and tear that our roads experience is very different from that of, for example, Cumbria.

Road closures and utility works remain a major bane of all our lives, especially emergency closures over which KCC has no control. (We are told up to two hours after works have started). This is, again, a national issue, and one in which the House of Commons Transport Select Committee is carrying out an inquiry. We put in a very strong submission and one of our senior officers was called last week to give evidence, setting out our proposals for change.

On transport, we continue to support a large number of school services through our Bus Service Improvement Plan funding, and we engage with commercial operators concerning key routes such as Arriva’s 414 service, though we are not the decision maker in such matters. KCC also provides support for community transport initiatives, including £44,000 in capital and £3,000 in start up costs for the Space Wagon, at The Space in Eynsford, serving Eynsford, Farningham and Lullingstone, and aiming in time to support a wider local community.
Secondary school offer day was on 4 March, and saw more families get their first choice of school and the lowest number of children ‘allocated’ a place (that is, offered a place at a school that had not been one of their preferences) since 2016. There has been a particular improvement for families from the northern villages of my Division, such as Farningham, Eynsford and Crockenhill, in part because we have agreed with Dartford Grammar School for changes to their admissions rules that generate about 40 extra places for Kent students, and that has a knock on effect throughout the system.

Last year I spoke about the Pedham Place and Wasps proposals. Developments in this area have been slower than we once anticipated, but the issue remains and I continue to work with the three most affected parish councils to address the threat that this poses to the local quality of life, and the huge strain it would put on our infrastructure.

Finally, just a couple of words about my role as Leader of Kent County Council. The financial pressures that we face remain severe, as is the case for councils across the country. Unlike a number of other councils, we have not issued and are not set to issue a Section 114 notice – an effective declaration of bankruptcy – nor are we among the 30 councils now receiving Emergency Financial Support from central government. We have brought some of our biggest areas of spending pressure under control, though adult social care remains a big challenge and the outlook for the coming years will still be very difficult.

Just before Christmas, the government introduced the English Devolution White Paper, proposing mayoral authorities across the country with increased powers. Kent and Medway put in a strong submission, and the government’s decision not to put us on the Devolution fast track at a time when all our neighbours were put through was both damaging and deeply disappointing. We continue to push for a clear timetable for devolution, and meanwhile we are required to work up proposals for the reorganisation of local government in the county. There is a lot of change ahead. 

6. Matters raised, questions from residents – for discussion only:
1. The new 40mph average speed cameras on the A20 are creating more traffic through the village.

2. How is Kent County Council managing the pension deficit?
Cllr Gough advised that there is no pension deficit.

3. The 414 bus service is inadequate since Braeside Surgery and Devon Road Surgery merged to form the River Darent Medical Group. Additional comments on this subject included that there are insufficient links to the train stations, Dartford, Bluewater and Darent Valley Hospital.
Cllr Gough advised that KCC are discussing this service with Arriva and that Devolution may give more powers for public transport.

4. Comments on the amount of litter at Junction 3 of the M25 were raised.
National Highways are the responsible body for maintaining this area.

Agenda end. 

Light refreshments followed with the opportunity for attendees to enjoy an exhibition by groups and organisations (listed below) within the Parish, and to speak with local representatives: 

· Axstane Players 
· Community Policing 
· Darent River Presentation Society 
· Farningham and Eynsford Local History Society 
· Farningham United Charities 
· Farningham Village Hall 
· Friends of Farningham 
· Millfield Trust 
· Neighbourhood Plan 
· Protect Our Greenbelt Together 
· St Peters and St Pauls Church 
· The Charity of Anthony Roper 
· The Space 
· Women’s Institute – who also, very generously, provided homemade cakes and traybakes
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