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Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting of the Parish Council of Farningham held at 
Farningham Village Hall on Wednesday 19th April 2023 at 8pm.  

 
1. Chairman’s welcome and Apologies for absence 
Present:  
Cllrs L. Bourne, P. McGarvey (Sevenoaks District Council), D. Burns, and C. Salmon. 
Roger Gough (Kent County Council) 
Marily Wells; WI 
Vikki Saunders; FELHs 
Terry Hutchins; St. Johns Ambulance 
Malcom Dunn; DRIPs 
Liz Meachin; Rainbows 
Lee Mullins; Charity of Anthony Roper 
Sarah Moon; DVLP 
Helen Penney; FPC Clerk and RFO 
Three members of the public 
 
Apologies received and accepted from: 
Cllrs L. Oztosun, S. Pointer and K. Shanmuganathan 
St Peter’s and St Paul Church 
Community Policing Officer 
Susan Pittman; The Countryside Charity 
Viv Parker; Farningham United Charities and Farningham Village Hall committee 
St. Peters and St. Pauls Church 
 
2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 30th May 2022. 
Members approved the minutes of the Annual Parish held on 30th May 2022. 
 
3. To receive the unaudited financial statement of the Parish Council 
Cllr Bourne reported that there had been a small increase to the years precept with the council’s main 
costs being staffing, streetlights and the maintenance of assets. 
 
2021/22 had seen some unexpected costs including maintenance to the flint wall and cattle screen, 
historical invoices from 2020/21 and the Kent Pension fund. However, there had been an underspend 
on other items. 
 
Cllr Bourne noted that the Parish Council owns the village hall and that it is managed by a management 
committee. An account managed by the council contains funds bequeathed to the village hall and some 
funds had been spent on new windows over the previous year. 
 
4. To receive a report for Farningham Parish Council, Cllr Liz Bourne 
Cllr Bourne reported that she had been the Chair at Farningham Parish Council since 2020 and that 
there had not been any major changes in the last few years. The Parish Council has limited powers and 
tried to work with Sevenoaks District Council and Kent County Council wherever possible. 
 
Cllr Bourne noted the following issues are a concern to the Parish Council: 

1) Road safety - the council had a Highways Improvement Plan in place with Kent County Council.  
Automatic Traffic Counts were due to be in place to start collecting data on the A20. Ideas had 
been explored during the year, such as turning London Road into a cul-de-sac but this was shown 
to be unfeasible. 
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2) Planning – The Parish Council considers every planning application and the impact each 
application may have on residents adding that the council is committed to protect the Green 
Belt, Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the conservation area in Farningham. 
 
Farningham has had two specific planning problems this year; Farningham Hill Stables which the 
enforcement team at SDC have not acted upon and Maplebank poultry farm which has been 
ongoing for 20 years. 
 

Cllr Bourne reported that the Parish Council had planned a Christmas event again with the tree in 
Market Meadow, mulled wine and carols and held a Proclamation of the Accession of King Charles in 
Market Meadow adding that work was ongoing for a Coronation fete on the 6th May. 
 
Cllr Bourne thanked Friends of Farningham and Cllr Salmon for their work throughout the village and the 
remaining councillors for their support over the year.  
 
Cllr Bourne added that the parish council wants feedback from residents to help plan the future of the 
parish and projects that are wanted and needed throughout the village and its residents. 
 
Cllr Bourne finished her report by confirming that she would be stepping down at the next elections so 
the parish council will be looking to fill three seats. 
 
5. To receive a report from the County Councillor, Roger Gough 
Roger Gough read out a report. A copy of which is attached to these minutes. 
 
6. To receive a report from the District Councillor, Philip McGarvey 
Cllr McGarvey read out a report. A copy of which is attached to this report. 
 
7. To receive a report from Farningham Women’s Institute, Marilyn Wells 
Marilyn Wells read out a report. A copy of which is attached to these minutes.   
 
8. To receive a report from the Farningham and Eynsford Local History Society, Vikki Saunders 
Vikki Saunders read out a report. A copy of which is attached to this report. 
 
9. To receive a report from the Darent Valley Landscape Partnership, Sarah Moon. 
Sarah Moon reported that work had been ongoing at Lullingstone Castle to the ice house and that the 
partnership had been working on community days, walking trails, conservation work such as Preston Hill 
and a programme of events is available for anyone interested in attending. The partnership is due to 
come to a close at the end of 2024. 
 
10. To receive a report from St. Johns Ambulance, Terry Hutchings 
Terry Hutchings reported that St. Johns Ambulance first set up in Farningham in 1927 and would patrol 
the M20 on bicycles and that recently, a local volunteer had been awarded in the last Queen’s list. St 
Johns Ambulance have been concentrating on training and upskilling volunteers over the last six months 
and have pledged 109 voluntary hours. 
 
11. To receive a report from Girl Guides, Brownies and Rainbows, Lis Meachin 
Lis Meachin reported that Rainbows now accepted children from age 4 which has been fun and 
challenging. The numbers at the Eynsford and Farningham group is very stable with 20 to 25 girls aged 4 
to 7 attending regularly with three adult leaders who have recently had their first aid qualifications 
refreshed. Recently, three teenagers have been helping as part of their Duke of Edinburg Award that 
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was repeated after three other teenagers had helped earlier in the year for the same reason. The group 
has a large catchment area and is diverse including a Ukrainian child who has a host family nearby. The 
group supports the community when possible. 
 
Lis Meachin reported that the Brownies group in Eynsford is well supported with 14 girls regularly 
attending. Two new leaders are working towards their qualifications and would like to see numbers in 
the group increase. 
 
Lis Meachin reported that there isn’t currently a Guides or Rangers group locally and that if volunteers 
cannot be found it might be possible to collaborate with the Scouts but this hasn’t been explored yet. 
 
Lis Meachin finished by thanking those that supported the groups including the Charity of Anthony 
Roper. 
 
12. To receive a report from the Charity of Anthony Roper, Lee Mullins 
Lee Mullins read out a report. A copy of which is attached to these minutes. 

13. To receive a report from DRIPs, Malcom Dunn. 
Malcom Dunn read out a report. A copy of which is attached to these minutes. 
 
The Chair asked if anyone in the audience had questions/a topic to discuss. 
Two members of the public asked how the 20mph speed limit reduction and parking throughout the 
village can be enforced. 
Cllr Bourne advised that the 20mph scheme will help change the behaviours of drivers through the 
village and reduce speeds. A speeding vehicle can only be enforced if witnessed by the Police or 
evidence is submitted to the Police to enforce. The Highway Code does not apply to cyclists. 
If there is inconsiderate parking in the village then this should be submitted with evidence to Sevenoaks 
District Council who have the powers to enforce. The Parish Council has very few powers. 
 
The following organisations provided reports to be used in their absence and are attached to these 
minutes. 
Farningham Village Hall Management Committee had sent in a report. 
Farningham United Charities had sent in a report. 
The Countryside Charity had sent in a report. 
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5. To receive a report from the County Councillor, Roger Gough 
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6. To receive a report from the District Councillor, Philip McGarvey 
 
What can I say about retiring next month from this role as District Councillor after 20 years in post, apart 
from goodbye and thank you for the gold watch? (Kidding!) 
 
As well being a member of SDC’s Development Control (Planning) Committee, I have also been Chairing 
the Audit Committee at SDC.  
 
And I have two Parish Councils to serve: Farningham and the somewhat larger Horton Kirby & South 
Darenth with their own raft of problems. 
 
 
I do apologise that I appear to have been your only District Councillor in attendance or in evidence over 
the past three years when you should have two - my colleague’s absence and lack of support put huge 
pressure on me working alone, and just when I thought I could not continue like this, he resigned in 
November of last year. 
  
I am afraid that this absence of support, my creaking health and some family issues contributed to my 
making a mistake and mis-reading and therefore missing one Planning deadline by just 10 hours last 
month – unfortunately a critical one (Maplescombe Poultry Farm), but the Planning Officer and SDC 
Legal Team were pushing it through and my three colleagues in the neighbouring ward (West 
Kingsdown) chose not to contest it anyway. It has become increasingly frustrating trying to push water 
uphill on my own, and pushing that water with a fork. I feel spent. 
 
I continued to challenge SDC on several hotly contested planning decisions and challenged their 
tardiness or failures to effect planning enforcements, but with fewer successes in the past 2 or 3 years 
especially. 
 
I have also continued to challenge Kent Highways over their reluctance to invest their money – our 
money – to effect crash avoidance rather than just remedial repairs. But as our County Councillor says, 
KCC doesn’t have any money… 
 
But on the plus side, I thank our Parish Councillors and Parish Clerk(s) for their much-appreciated 
contributions – especially to Helen, our Clerk, and to the retiring Councillors – my sincere thanks to 
them all for their giving their time & support to our residents. And I thank our residents too.   
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7. To receive a report from Farningham Women’s Institute, Marilyn Wells 
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10 
 

8. To receive a report from the Farningham and Eynsford Local History Society, Vikki Saunders 
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12. To receive a report from the Charity of Anthony Roper, Lee Mullins 
 

Farningham Parish Council APM  
Ropers Charity Annual Report 

19 April 2023 in FVH 
Background 
 
The origin of the Ropers Charity dates back to 1614, when executors of the estate of Anthony Roper, a 
wealthy Farningham resident, were instructed to transfer ‘houses and lands in East Greenwich’ into a 
Trust to generate an annual income for the poor of Farningham, Eynsford and Horton Kirby.  It is the 
dividend income from that source from which we have always benefitted.  Over the centuries the original 
property assets were sold off as London expanded and the funds raised were invested in securities via 
finance houses in the City of London. 
 
The Parish of Farningham continues to receive close to £4,000 on an annual basis which is applied to: 
 
(1) Pensions of £60 bi-monthly, with an increase during the winter months towards gas and electricity  
 
(2) Education is interpreted generously as ‘support for the youth groups in the community’ and 
additionally for parish based students pursuing degree courses at University.  We had one applicant in 
2022 
 
The Trustees always welcome approaches made in confidence from parishioners who may draw attention 
as to where future help might be needed.   
 
Breakdown of  distribution 
 
6 Pensioners received Bi-monthly payments and in the winter months additional money was given as 
top ups for gas and electricity costs. 
 
Other beneficiaries were the: E & F Brownies, E & F Rainbows,  F&E Scouts, Cubs  & Beavers, Riverside 
Players Youth group, FCC Youth Section and Tiny Tots.  Each group received £150. 
One request from a student to purchase books.  They are dyslexic and find it difficult following their 
course on line. A grant of £150 was given. 
 
An annual notice goes in to Trident and in the last 6 months contact cards highlighting the offer of 
donations to young people and those in need, have been placed in Farningham Surgery, Farningham 
Church and FVH.  Information is also available on the website:  www.roperscharity.com      
 
Long-time Trustee, Caroline Gould, resigned due to ill health and Ray Craddock was co-opted in 
February to fill the vacancy. 
 

Trustees: Lee Mullins, Vikki Saunders, Irene Staples, Ray Craddock 
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13. To receive a report from DRIPs, Malcom Dunn. 
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The following provided reports to be used in their absence; 

Farningham Village Hall Management Committee. 
Farningham Village Hall ; Chair’s Report (84th AGM Feb.27 2023) for period 2022-2023  Also for OGM 
Feb 27th  

The Management committee met in February, April, July, September, and November.  
The committee continues to receive excellent support from Mick Turpin as our treasurer;  
as our bookings secretary and Vic Clark as our Caretaker.  

We have been fortunate that Carol Salmon and Daryl Burns have regularly volunteered to produce 
minutes for the committee and continue to represent FVH interests on the Parish Council.  

The committee also benefits from the regular attendance and contributions from community 
representatives ; Alastair Reid for the Guitar club; Terry Payne for Axstanes and Micaela and Lesley Burr 
for the W.I. 

Tasks completed over the year included; 

Replacing the stage track and curtains,  
Fireproofing the electrical cupboard   
Reviewing/ replacing lighting with LED 
Replacing the 3 large windows in the main hall.  
Arranging an Honours Board - fitted in the Main Hall, funded and dedicated to David Gomm 
Purchasing and installing Bluetooth adaptor for music   

Generous donations were received from the following Society’s due to their closure ; 
Farningham & Darent Valley Probus £800 and Farningham Horticultural Society £900 
Farningham Parish Council kindly funded regular grass cutting of Market Meadow 
Gas/Electricity prices were held under contract for this year until November 2023 

The committee still lacks a social secretary/fund raiser and would benefit from a regular committee 
secretary to service correspondence and meetings.  

Thanks are due to all our committee members and all our regular hirers for their commitment to, and 
efforts spent on, running and  contributing to a wide range of well attended village activities. 

   ( Viv Parker Chair FVH 12.02.2023) 
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Farningham United Charities. 
 

Farningham United Charities 01.02.2023 
 

Notes of decisions for dispersal of funds agreed by email 16.1.2022 
 

1. Members were emailed 29.1.2023  
 
Gary Mullins, Carol Salmon, Ian Macknelly, Viv Parker (sec) 
 
2. Contents of email  
 
Members were advised of the current balance of funds which at January 29th 2023 was  £796.26 
They were asked how they wished to use the funds for 2023.  
Notes of the discussion on 27.1.2022 were distributed as an attachment at the same time.  
 
3. Discussion of donations  
 
It was agreed that our donations should go to  the same recipients as last year. 
 
After discussion it was agreed to share all funding as follows;  
       
       Receipt acknowledged  
                          
• Ellenor Hospice £200  ;            Charlotte Wood 7.2.2023 
• Demelza Hospice £200 ;        Debby Hackett 9.2.2023                                    
• Cottage Day Centre, Brands Hatch £200;          Sarah Reeves 10.2.2023 
• The Swanley & District Food Bank £90;             Colin Annetts  6.2.2023    
• Community Cupboard West Kingsdown     Tracy,David, Vee & Helen 
                                                                                   community cupboard team 20.02.2023 
 
Payments will be by cheque and post, receipts will be requested.  
The sum of £ 16.26 will be left in the account 
 
4.  Report for Parish Council meeting  
 
A copy of these notes will be sent to Clerk to the Council as our report to the Parish Council annual 
meeting. (emailed 18.02. 2023) 
 
Viv Parker (secretary) Email vivienneparker913@gmail.com ; 
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The Countryside Charity. 
 
February 2023  From: Sevenoaks District CPRE Kent Committee  
 
Dear Clerk and Members of Farningham Parish Council 
 
CPRE Kent is part of CPRE The Countryside Charity, the national charity which campaigns to protect rural 
England, but our focus is Kent, in which each District has its own committee.  I attach the Sevenoaks 
Committee's Chairman's Report for 2021 and a list of its particular involvement at parish and district level. 
A group of parishes has been allocated to individual Committee members so that the workload is shared.  
These can be contacted through the Chairman or myself.  
 
 The Committee has built up a network of parish/town representatives who can be contacted for 
local knowledge and who can alert the Committee on any matter causing concern.  Nominations from 
the parish council are welcome - the chief criteria are an interest in the parish and in its planning issues.  
At present your parish representatives is:  
 
 
 
 
 
The Sevenoaks District Committee plays an active part in commenting on various contentious issues or on 
matters of concern to local members. In the coming months, critical decisions will be made about the 
countryside within Sevenoaks District, especially with the second phase of Plan 2040: A new Local Plan 
for Sevenoaks District, which will include development sites, due to be published in the autumn. 
 
Sevenoaks CPRE Committee celebrated its 30th anniversary in November, and there is a need for more 
Committee members so that the whole District is represented.    Guests are welcome at our Committee 
meetings so do ask to come along without commitment.  Just contact Nigel or me.   
  
 Sevenoaks CPRE Committee hopes your parish will take an active part when the Local Plan and 
other countryside issues come to the fore.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Elizabeth Bourne -  3 The Barn/ Maplescombe Lane/ Farningham/ DA4 0JY  
   lizbourne.fpc.gmail.com 07770 632162 

     

 

 




